
1

May 3-28, 2017
The Colligan Theater at the Tannery Arts Center

SYLVIA
by A.R. Gurney

A modern romantic comedy
 about marriage. . . and a dog.

JEWEL THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS
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From the Artistic Director

I remember years ago an interview with 
actor Treat Williams in which he talked 
about how much he looked forward to 
work every day when doing the movie 
HAIR, that it brought such love and joy 
to his life that year. In remounting our 

production of SYLVIA 8 years after the original, I know the joy 
he spoke of. Not only has A.R. Gurney written an extremely 
humorous play, but getting to do it with such talented, 
generous, and innately funny actors who also happen to be 
my friends, has been a cathartic process with restorative 
power over all ailments emotional and physical. The constant 
giddiness and laughter that marked each and every one of our 
rehearsals as we cracked each other up despite our efforts to 
stay in the scene would have driven any director (and stage 
manager) crazy. However, in our case, our director welcomed 
our willingness to trust and laugh and goof with each other, 
knowing it made for some wonderful discoveries about the play 
and the relationships we never explored the first time around. 
As we bring our 12th season to a close with this play, it is my 
hope that the world we’ve created on our stage brings a little bit 
of that same joy to your life.

The close of our current season also means there is a new 
season waiting to begin. Next year we offer you the remarkable 
playwrighting talent of Arthur Miller and Neil Simon, the sassy 
and sultry music of Patsy Cline, the vast and challenging world 
of astronomy and female scientists at the turn of the 20th 
century, and a World Premiere of a serious comedy about love 
and renewal by our own Kate Hawley. I hope you’ll join us.

As always, THANK YOU for supporting professional theatre in 
Santa Cruz.

Julie James
Artistic Director
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Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Diana Torres Koss
Scenic Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Skip Epperson
Lighting Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kurt Landisman^
Costume Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. Modern^
Sound Designer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Diana Torres Koss & John Koss
Media Designer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Steve Gerlach
Properties Master .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Shaun Carroll
Technical Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Steve Gerlach
Stage Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emerson Sanderson*
Dramaturge .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Susan Myer Silton
Master Carpenter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mark Hoagland
Master Electrician .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Colin Landeck
Paint Charge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rick Ortenblad
Crew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cameron Clause
            . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Micaela Sinclair
            . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christopher Hackett
Office Manager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jacque James
Box Office Manager   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mary James
Graphic Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  rBAUERdesign
Photographer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Steve DiBartolomeo

*Member, Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States.

^ Member, United Scenic Artists union

SYLVIA is produced by special arrangement with Dramatist’s Play Service, Inc., New York.

Cole Porter’s “EV’RY TIME WE SAY GOODBYE”
is used by permission of the Cole Porter Musical & Literary Property Trusts.

“EV’RY TIME WE SAY GOODBYE” Copyright © 1944, Chappell & Co., Inc.
Copyright renewed. Assigned to John F. Wharton, Trustee of the Cole Porter Musical & Literary Property Trusts, 

Chappell & Co., Inc., Publisher. International Copyright secured. All Rights Reserved.

SPECIAL NOTE ON MUSIC BY COLE PORTER
Rights to present SYLVIA include permission to use Cole Porter’s “EV’RY TIME WE SAY GOODBYE.”

Credits

SYLVIA
by A.R. Gurney

This production is funded, in part, by grants from the following organizations: 

The Shubert Foundation
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Cast (in order of appearance): 
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Greg  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shaun Carroll*
Sylvia .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Julie James*
Kate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Diahanna Davidson*
Tom/Phyllis/Leslie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J.T. Holstrom*

Setting/Story:
Empty nesters Greg and Kate have moved back to Manhattan after 
twenty-two years in the suburbs. As Kate tells Greg: “The dog phase of 
my life is definitely over.” But life has a way of giving you what you think 
you don’t want. Greg finds Sylvia, a street-smart lab/poodle mix, and 
brings her home. She promptly becomes a bone of contention between 
Greg and Kate, testing their marriage to hilarious and touching effect.

 *Member, Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors 
and stage managers in the United States. 

Please turn off your cell phone. 

The video and/or audio recording of this performance by any means 
whatsoever are strictly prohibited.

Special Thanks

Sophia James
J.T. Holstrom
Jessica Carter
Joie1437
Marcel Tjioe
Cabrillo TheatreArts

Santa Cruz Shakespeare
William & Nancy Levonian
Cindy Margolin & Mike Bentzen
Chris & Melita Tedesco

This program was printed by Mpress Digital.

Jewel Theatre Company

Mary James, president
Earleen Overend, vice president

Martha Seaver, secretary
Alan Wolf, treasurer

George Cook, member

Board of Directors

John Deck, member
Carolyn Hyatt, member
George Newell, member
Scott Walecka, member

Advisory Board

Kate Hawley
Joanne Linville
Audrey Stanley
Paul Whitworth

Jewel Theatre Company operates under a contract with the Actors’ Equity Association, the 
Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

Jewel Theatre Company is a proud member of Theatre Bay Area.
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2016/2017 Season Sponsors and Donors

Donations received from March 1, 2016 to April 15, 2017

Season Sponsors $15,000+

Carolyn Hyatt
George Newell
Martha Seaver & Scott Walecka

Production Sponsors $10,000-$14,999

Bud & Rebecca Colligan (THE BOOK CLUB PLAY)
Sterling & Patricia Frost 
Carolyn Hyatt (SYLVIA)
Mary James & George Cook (THE DANCE OF DEATH)

Performance Angels $5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (1)
Jack & Peggy Baskin
Julie James & Alan Wolf

Artistic Director Circle $3,000-$4,999

Anonymous (1)
Mary & Harry Blanchard
Owen Brown & Mary Akin
Joe Collins

Anders & Mona Pers
Rowland & Pat Rebele
Audrey Stanley

Vincent & Joyce LoFranco
Earleen Overend & Wayne Palmer
Ron & Cindy Sekkel

Diamond Circle $2,000-$2,999

Toby & Michael Alexander
Anonymous (2)
Karl Auerbach & Chris Wellens
J. Barnes Interiors
Gary & Carolyn Bjorklund
Jerry & Sylvia Deck
Patrick & Martha Dexter
Jane Grady & Ashley Winn

Richard & Diane Klein
Vance Landis-Carey & Robert Carey
Kevin & Kathryn McCown
Sarah & Michael L. Ray
Frank Trueba
Alice Weigel
Bob & Bonda White
Judy Ziegler
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2016/2017 Season Sponsors and Donors

Ruby Circle $500 - $999

Walt & Jan Alexander
Anonymous (3)
Rod Atchison
Mandy Behe
Elizabeth Bennett
Henry & Nancy Bley
Debbie Boscoe
Loreen & Frank Bridges
Dr. Randy Brock & 
   Mr. Jeremy Turpen
Sue Bruemmer
Cecily Cahill & Polly Hughes
David & Penny Chesluk
Robert & Judith Chinello
Jennifer Choate 
Elizabeth Clifton & David Doolin
Terence & Peggy Courreault
Peggy Crocker
John Deck
Daryl Dichek & Ken Smith
Lee & Emily Duffus
Bill & Joan Dunn
David Evans & Claudia Brown

Pearl Circle $1,000-$1,999

Nancy Abrams & Joel Primack
Anonymous (2)
Diane Craddock & Dave Hogye
Dick & Sue Daniels
Dorothea Ditchfield
Dr. Charles & Sandy Eldridge
Catherine & Will Forest
Brian & Patricia Herman Fund 
   at the Community Foundation 
   Santa Cruz County
Peg Hillis

Susan Fair & Bob Levit
Adela Feran
Corrine Flanagan & Rich Rubin
David Fulton & Natalie Grant
Catharine & James Gill
John Hamstra & Laurie Rivin
Tom Holland in Memory of 
   Sandra Burroughs Holland
Susan & Steve Huffman
Linda & Ron Israel
Jocelyn King
Norman Lezin
Noreen & Tod Likins
Dan & Nora McFadden
Joan & Karl Mertz
Don & Carol Monkerud
Bill & Gail Mowatt
Burt & Marlene Nanus
Patricia & Hayes Noel
Dorothy Ruby
George & Lote Sanderson in 
   honor of Emerson Sanderson
Dave & Cindy Scott

Joyce & Campbell Scott
Sandy Sill
Carolyn & Rodney Smith
Alexandra Snyder
The Stocker Family Fund at the 
   Community Foundation Santa 
   Cruz County
Michael & Leslie Tierra
Lois Trabing
Michael & Susan Warren
Mary Wells
Hayden White & Margaret Brose
Charlotte Williams & Paul 
Rembert
Renee Winter & Paul Roth
Jonathan & Susan Wittwer
Diane & Larry Wolfsen
Helene Woolsey
Rick & Tamara Wright
Tom & Joanne Young
Robert & Cathy Zimel

Bill Ladusaw & Ken Christopher
Robert & Carolyn Levering
Robert & Gail Mapes
Scott & Leslie McGilvray
Linda & Bruce Nicholson
Harvey & Judy Nickelson
Priscilla Peters
Gloria & David Peterson
Marlene Pitkow & Mark Kalow
Lynn Roberts
Diane M. Robey

The Sauses
The Spring Fund at the 
   Community Foundation 
   Santa Cruz County
Sue Struck
Jean Tarr in memory of Bill Tarr
Phyllis Taylor & David McMurtry
Todd & Corinne Wipke
Donald Wittman & 
   Martha McGinnis
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2016/2017 Season Sponsors and Donors

Sapphire Circle $250 - $499 

Julie Almquist
Liz Alpert 
Karen  Ames
Anonymous (2) 
Mary Fran Archer & Ivan Rosenblum
Mike Bachman
Yong Bai
Bruce Bangert & Valerie June Baldwin
Beatrice Barbakow & Scott McInnis
Anne & Leslie Barnes
Murray & Sheila Baumgarten
Barbara Beerstein & George Badger
Mike Bentzen & Cindy Margolin
Terry & Cindy Bernard
Bob & Susan Bosso
Elisa Breton & Matt Nathanson
Debbie Bulger & Richard Stover
Jack & Penny Cheney
Kathryn Chetkovich
Ceil Cirillo
Lucille Des Jardins
Carolyn & Joe Dickinson
Ann & John Dizikes
Kathy & Ken Doctor
Tom & Doris Duncanson
Edna T. Elkins
Stewart & Lucie Fox
Robert & Desiree Foxworthy
Harry Freiermuth

Dom & Karen Massaro
McKay Family
Jack & Hila Michaelsen
Mpress Digital
Avis & Richard Myers
James Ogan & Judy Dutil
Irene Osterbrock
Gary & Marilyn Patton
Philip Pearce
Alan & Mindy Pedlar
Janet Perry
Repass-Rodgers Fund for the 
   Environment at Community 
   Foundation Santa Cruz County
Lisa Rose & Ken Koenig
Diana Rothman
Dan & Vickie Rutan
Meg & Buchanan Sharp
Jean Shimoguchi
Jacob Sidman & Kris Sidman-Gale
Ellen Stuck & Andre Neu
Bob Tott
Holly & Barry Walter
Susan & Ian Walton
Michael Wieland
Suzanne & Robert Young
Leland & Marian Zeidler
Donna Ziel
Frank Zwart & Julia Armstrong-Zwart

Melanie & Mike Freitas
Edward Frost
Barbara & William Gorson
Angelo & Beverly Grova
Anna Hackenbracht & David Koo
Lorene Hall & Ralph Carmichael
Eileen Hamilton
Karl & Marguerite Hansen
James Haskell & Susanna Vartanian
Amy & David Harrington
Mike & Amy Hemmert
Joe & Elba Hernandez
Bob & Ann Hestand
Joanna Hildebrandt
Bella & Al Hughes
Eric Jacobson
Bonita John
Pam Kangas & Ben Post
Ralph & Julie Kimball
Dave, Sue & Molly Laughlin
Virginia Law
Donna Lehnhoff & Jerry Campbell
Robley Levy
Don Lino
Lenore Luscher & Nevin Smith
Mary Male & David Brick
Susan & Marc Mangel
Tom Manheim & Nancy Shanfeld
Angela & Jamie Mann

Emerald Circle $100 - $249 

Marty Ackerman
Karen Ackland & Larry Korbus
Peggy & John Albrecht
Lynne Alper
Kit Anderton
Dave & Jean Andrews
Anonymous (9) 
Anthroposophical Society
Carolyn Bailey
Donna Baird-Horne
Joyce & Henry Baker
Robert & Joan Ballweg
Ophelia Basgal & Gary Fitschen
Richard Beale

Paula & Norbett Benecke
Nannette Benedict DDS
Ann L. Bennett
Carol & Cliff Bernie
Jacqueline Berset
Connie Bertuca
Amanda Besaw
Steven & Mary Bignell
Michael & Janine Blaesser
Jerry & Arlene Blair
Char & Dale Bridenbaugh
Alan & Gwen Brown
Susan Brown
Richard & Lisa Bruce 

Dick & Jenny Brundle
Debra Burnham
Pat & Dale Busch
Deborah Calloway & David Zucker
Jim & Nancy Carroll
Edan Cassidy & Lissa Daniels
Claire Castagna & Robert Hatcher
Marcus & Alice Cato
Kay & Brian Cayton
Mary & Virgil Champlin
Diana Chase & Ernest Hudson
Martin & Barbara Goza Chemers
Kate & Fred Chen
Julia Chiapella
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2016/2017 Season Sponsors and Donors

Angie & Jim Christmann
Joanne Clever
Elena Cohen & Steve Ritz
Lynn & Mary Lois Comeskey
George Cook & Norma Vale
Dan Coughlin
Dale & Sitah Cummings
Connie Cunningham
Mark & Kathleen Dammann
Diann & David
Sonia & Tom Deetz
Wiliam & Cristy Deich
Christine DeLapp
Jan Derecho
George Dies & Meredith Mills
Jessica & Chris Dieseldorff
Sharon Dirnberger
Mary Dixon & Scott Bagley
Linda Downing
Bernard Elbaum & Nina Koocher
Jim & Suzanne Ellmore
George Erickson& Mary Jane Reiter
Christina Floyd
Mahlon & Joel-Ann Foote
Dan Freeman
Larry Friedman & Tom Ellison
Jeff Galipeaux & Robin Warbey
Dan Gold & Patrick LeCuyer
Walter & Lois Goldfrank
Jane Gregorius
Nell Griscom & Tom Arn
Karen H. Hall
Penny Hanna
Rich & DeAnne Hart
Kathy Hatfield
Bradley R. Hawthorne
Anne & Frank Hayden
Rosemary & Simon Hayward
Lyudmila Herman
Donald Hershberger
Kathleen & Chuck Hilger
Chris Hirsch
Vic & Carolyn Hoagland
Anne Howard Physical Therapy
Jeanne Howard
Kent & Judith Imai
Elizabeth & Robert Imlay
Dennis Jahnigen
Dale Johnson & Isebill Gruhn
Helen B. Jones
Linda Jordan

Leslie Kalinsky
Sara Kane & John Roberts
Jim & Ruth Keeley
Nic & Jennifer Keiderling
Rich Keith & Donna Reyerson-Keith
Mary M. Kelly
Elaine Kihara & David Sweet
Ellen B. Kimmel
Sue & Paul Kleibrink
Gary & Mary Ann Kono
Edward Krakauer & Evelyn Stein
Daniel Kriege
D. C. Large
Linda Larkin
Lynn Lauridsen & Jens Ole
Micky Lawler
Sue Lawson
Nancy Lenz
Florence & Keith Lesar
Peter Levonian in Honor of Bill & 
   Nancy Levonian
Barbara & Bob Lewis
James Lewis & Dale Roche
Nancy & Rabbi Richard Litvak
Richard & Marilyn Lonergan
Gerry Mandel
Frankie Manok
Ron & Merrilyn Marker
Beverly & Goyo Martin
Jo Ann Martin
Gavin & Julie Maxwell
Ann McCrow & Randy James
Bob McKim
Patricia McVeigh
B. Mello 
Ralph & Nancy Meyberg
Michael & Sheilagh
Frank & Kate Miller
Drs. Leta & Alan Miller
Martin Moogard & Lucy Van Doorn
Giovanna Morelli
Patricia Neilsen
Patricia Nellany
Valerie Nelson
Gayle & Joe Ortiz
Beth O’Toole & Bob Harbuck
Eva & Vojtech Pacak
John & Diane Pacholski
Bill & Sylvia Park
Chris & Peggy Perri
Elaine & David Posner

Trink Praxel
Ellen Primack & Eric Schmidt
Donna & Gary Prochazka
Tom & Gina Pye
Betty L. Ranney
Jeff & Sarah Reed
Burton & Cynthia Rees
David Reetz
Rein & Rein, a Professional Law Corp
Pam & Bill Richter
Dave & Susan Sargent
Karen Schamberg
Richard Schmalz
Gill & Suzie Shook
Robert & Susan Shulman
Jackie & John Shurtleff
Marie & Jim Sikora
Marjorie Simon
Charles Smith
Mary C. Solari
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Spellman
Mary Spire
Chris & Rod Stacey
Doree Steinmann
Anne Stevens
Gabrielle Stocker
Niels & Pat Sundermeyer
Erik Swannack
Marshall & Karen Sylvan
Kent Thompson
Julie Trahan
James Turk
Uptown Ladies
Candace Waage
Dominique & Thomas Wainwright
Laurie Waldman
T. Mike & Sandra Walker
Sandra & John Warren
Rachel Wedeen
Christine Weir & Sally Arnold
Anastasia Welsh
Linda Werner & Charlie McDowell
Theo & Julia Wierdsma
Larry & Cleo Wolf
Dr. Harriet Wrye
Anne Wyant
Harvey Yavil
Peter & Christiane Young
Jan & Margaret Ysselstein
Joan Zimmerman

Emerald Circle (continued)



Aquamarine Circle $1 - $99

Anonymous (9)
Abbey Asher
Chuck Atkinson & Sarah Rabkin
Anthony Augimeri & James Howlet
Andy Azevedo
Gerry Boyes
Kathleen Brown
Richard Castro
Joanne Chamberlin
Angela & Richard Chandler
Melissa Cline
Sandra Cohen
Rhea DeHart
Norma Del Gaudio
Joan DeNeffe & Gary Silberstein
Sabrina Eastwood & Russell Krebs
Jennifer Edwards
Richard Fabrikant & Marty Finn
Elizabeth Falade
Donka & Peter Farkas
Carolyn Fetler
Linda Fillhardt & Rick Farabaugh
Jan Fincher
Kathy Foley
Susan Gilchrist
Mark & Barbara Gordon
Dennis Hagen & Diane Sipkin
Stephanie Harlan
William Heid
Cheryl & Steve Hernandez
Dennis Kalaf
Kevin Karplus
Jan Karwin
Kathi & Mike
Maura Kelsea & Michael Brownlea
Margie & Lee Kern-Marshall
Stephen Kessler 
Lisa & Jeff Kirk

Andy Kreyche & April Golston
Elfe Kuesters
Marcia Latzke
John & Nancy Lingemann
Kenneth & Shirley Llacera
Martha Macambridge
Teri Mantz
Joan Gilbert Martin
Cherry Maurer
Marcus Mauro
Janis McCaleb
Corrina McFarlane
Gary Merrill
Alice Mestemacher
Marguerite Meyer
Patsy Mills
Dean & Charlene Mimmack
Joseph & Susan Mingione
Ruth & Al Mitchell
Diane Moore
Joan Moore
Mucara the Cat
Nancie Newby
Francie Newfield
Sonya Newlyn
James & Diane Northcutt
Joseph & Cathy Parisie
Sharon Parker
Douglas Plante
Anna Plozay
Gabrielle Ravina
Jim & Marian Rector
Marilyn Rigler
Frederic Roberts
Carol Robertson
John Roevekamp
Cindy Rubin & Brian Rosenthal
James Rumble & Mary Lou Holleman

K. Sanguinetti
Claudia Schlachter
Nancy Schwalen
Shirley Schwan
Bonita Sebastian
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sheperd
Anne Sherwood
Drs. Michael & Rosalind Shorenstein
Vilma Siebers
Alvin & Celia Sifry
Johnny Simmons & Katie Olsen
Mary K. & Bill Simpson
Steve & Sharon Skold
Cynthia Smith
Nevin Smith
Richie & Amy Solomon
Mary & Kathy Stagnaro
Carole Stanfield
Maryann Stewart
Peter & Marie Szydlowski
Harriet Talan
Carol Taylor
Jill & John Thompson
Kent & Christine Vanderbundt
J. T. Verbeck
Roy E. Verley
Karen Warren
Lynda Watson
John Wells, woodturner
Haig White
Sara Wilbourne 
Suzanne Wilson
Nicole Yellin
Darrie Young
Robert Zufall
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2016/2017 Season Sponsors and Donors

In-Kind Donations: Faye Alexander; Anonymous; Jessi Bond; Brian Cayton; Ken & Gillian Challenger; Ceil Cirillo; 
Community TV; Pam Kangas; Tom Manheim & Nancy Shanfield; Mary McMillan; Elizabeth O’Toole; Rene Pernia; Risa Scott; Joan 
Sommerfield; Joanne Sopher; Dan & Vicki Rutan.

Legacy Gifts: (donors who have included JTC in their estate planning) The  McKay Family

Legacy Gifts Received: Josie Little

Employer Matching Gifts: ExxonMobil Foundation, IBM Matching Grants Program (2), Google, Inc (2), 
VMware, Apple, Inc, Microsoft

In Memory of Sandra Burroughs Holland The following gift was received in memory of Sandra 
Burroughs Holland: Bay Alexander; Anonymous (2), Tom Holland

We apologize if there is an error in the listing of your name or if you have been inadvertently omitted. Please contact us at admin@jeweltheatre.net or 
(831) 425-7506 so we can correct our records.
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About  THE PLAYWRIGHT

A.R. Gurney 

Plays: SCENES FROM AMERICAN LIFE, 
CHILDREN, THE DINING ROOM, THE MIDDLE 
AGES, RICHARD CORY, THE GOLDEN AGE, 
WHAT I DID LAST SUMMER, THE WAYSIDE 
MOTOR INN, SWEET SUE, THE PERFECT PARTY, 

ANOTHER ANTIGONE, THE COCKTAIL HOUR, LOVE LETTERS, THE SNOW 
BALL (adapted from his novel), THE OLD BOY, THE FOURTH WALL, LATER 
LIFE, A CHEEVER EVENING, SYLVIA, OVERTIME, LET’S DO IT (A COLE 
PORTER MUSICAL), LABOR DAY, FAR EAST, DARLENE AND THE GUEST 
LECTURER, ANCESTRAL VOICES. 

Opera: wrote libretto for STRAWBERRY FIELDS, with music by Michael 
Torke, part of the Central Park Opera trilogy presented by the New York 
City Opera in the Fall of 1999.

Novels: “The Gospel According to Joe,” “Entertaining Strangers,” and 
“The Snow Ball.” 

Awards: Drama Desk, N.E.A., Rockefeller Foundation, New England 
Theatre Conference, Lucille Lortel, American Association of Community 
Theatres, American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters. 

Honorary degrees: Williams College and Buffalo State University. 
Gurney was on the faculty of M.I.T. until 1996. 

He is the husband of one, father of four, and grandfather of six. www.
argurney.com
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Biographies

CAST
Shaun Carroll (Greg) is very grateful to be working fulltime with 
Jewel Theatre Company. He last appeared on stage with Jewel 
as Willy Banbury in Fallen Angels, and Bill Windsor in Woman in 
Mind. Previously, he has appeared around the greater Bay Area. 
Most recently as MacDuff in MacBeth for Capital Stage, Howie in 
Rabbit Hole for Benicia Old Town Theatre Group, Jake in Evil Dead; 

The Musical, and Amos in Chicago for the Willows Theatre Company. Shaun is also 
the prop master for Jewel Theatre.
 

Diahanna Davidson (Kate) is happy to return to Jewel Theatre 
Company where she last appeared as Susan in Woman in 
Mind. Other Jewel credits include Blithe Spirit (Elvira), Company 
(Sarah) and, of course, Kate in Jewel’s original production of 
Sylvia in 2009. Diahanna has appeared in commercials for 
Livermore Ford, Dignity Home Health and Salesforce. As a voice 

actor, her most recent credits include Audible and Samsung. Diahanna is also a 
rock singer and drummer and loves rocking out alongside her guitarist husband 
in their rock band, Bad with People. Diahanna currently resides in Manhattan 
with her amazing husband, Tom, and their adorable dog, Raiko. This performance 
is dedicated to them, as well as the parents of Gus and Birdie.

J.T. Holstrom (Tom/Phyllis/Leslie) J.T. is very happy to be 
reunited with JTC and his fellow cast members. Since J.T. was 
last seen on the JTC stage he has been travelling extensively 
throughout the U.S. and Europe directing and appearing in 
Cabaret. He was last seen on the Peninsula in Pacific Rep’s 
Spamalot and Beauty and the Beast. This summer he will be 

reprising yet another role – Captain Hook in PRT’s production of Peter Pan. J.T. 
has received his theatre training from the University of Utah, Boston Conservatory, 
American Academy of Dramatic Arts (NYC) and the Yale School of Drama. He 
would also like to thank Julie James for tracking him down and making it possible 
to recreate some of his favorite characters. His performance is dedicated to the 
memory of Dianne Young....”Rien de rien....Je ne regrette rien...”.

Julie James (Sylvia) is the founder and Artistic Director of 
Jewel Theatre Company where she has acted and directed 
in several shows including The Dance of Death, A Streetcar 
Named Desire, Guys and Dolls, Complications from a Fall, 
Harper Regan, What the Butler Saw, Pump Boys and Dinettes, 
Arcadia, One for the Road, Mary Stuart, Hello and Goodbye, 

The House of Blue Leaves, Sylvia, Women on Fire, and Raised in Captivity. She 
has also performed with several other theatres, including Marin Theatre Company, 
Sierra Repertory Theatre, Idaho Shakespeare Festival, Shakespeare Santa Cruz, 
American Musical Theatre of San Jose, California Conservatory Theatre, Center 
Repertory Theatre, The Willows Theatre, and VITA Shakespeare Festival. Julie holds 
a B.A. in Theatre Arts from Santa Clara University.
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Biographies

PRoDuCTIon
Diana Torres Koss (Director/Sound Designer) was most recently seen 
on the Jewel stage as Eunice Hubbell in A Streetcar Named Desire, the 
Accompanist in Master Class, Saunders the maid in Fallen Angels, and 
Nicely-Nicely Johnson in Guys and Dolls which was Jewel’s first show in 
the brand new Colligan Theater. Previous roles for Jewel include Muriel 
(Woman in Mind), The Dresser (Enter the Guardsman), Rhetta Cupp 

(Pump Boys and Dinettes), Queen Elizabeth (Mary Stuart), Madame Arcati (Blithe Spirit), 
Bunny (House of Blues Leaves), Joanne (Company), Woman 2 (Starting Here, Starting Now), 
and Peggy’s Mother (Peggy, The Musical - staged reading). She composed original music and 
designed sound with her husband, John Koss, for Jewel’s Arcadia and Saint Joan, co-directed 
Blithe Spirit with Julie James, directed the huge comedy hit Sylvia (to be remounted this 
Spring!), accompanied the duet musical I Do! I Do!, and was music director for Gunmetal 
Blues. Other regional roles: Theatreworks - Prism (Being Earnest, Mrs. Lovett (Sweeney Todd), 
Mary Todd Lincoln (A Civil War Christmas); Palo Alto Players - Margaret (Light in the Piazza); 
San Jose Stage Company - Pennywise (Urinetown), Betty (Great American Trailer Park Musical). 
A teaching artist for the non-profit Starting Arts, Diana is also a director, music director, piano 
teacher, and vocal and acting coach. Proud member of Actors Equity since 1992.

Skip Epperson (Set Designer) This is the first production for which Skip 
has had the opportunity to work with Jewel Theatre and it has been 
a lot of fun! He has worked with a variety of theaters in a variety of 
capacities, and serves as co-chair of the Theatre Arts Department at 
Cabrillo College. During the past 25 years he has designed scenery for 
most of the productions for Cabrillo Stage and continues to serve as 

resident designer. During his tenure, he was awarded the Gail Rich award for local artists and 
the prestigious Rydell Fellowship. He has designed for Cabrillo Theatre Arts, Cabrillo Stage, 
Shakespeare Santa Cruz, Twin Lakes and Santa Cruz Bible churches, CYT (Christian Youth 
Theater Santa Cruz) as well as film, commercial work and installations. Some of his favorite 
designs include: Anything Goes, Jesus Christ Superstar, Inherit the Wind and whatever he’s 
working on right now. While he loves to design, Skip enjoys bringing others along on the creative 
journey; he is a teacher and coach. He is also passionate about spending time with his loving 
wife, Mary Jo, and his four children.

B. Modern (Costume Designer) is delighted to return to the Jewel 
Theatre Company for Sylvia. She has designed costumes for numerous 
productions at the Jewel including The Dance of Death, The Book Club 
Play, Next to Normal, A Streetcar Named Desire, Talley’s Folly, Master 
Class, Guys and Dolls, Woman In Mind, Complications from a Fall, Harper 
Regan, The Lover, One for the Road, What the Butler Saw and Enter the 

Guardsman. She is an Associate Artist at Santa Cruz Shakespeare, where she has designed 
over 48 productions; and Geva Theatre Center in Rochester, New York. Regional theater 
credits include productions for Denver Center Theatre Company, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
Globe Theatres (San Diego), American Players Theatre (Wisconsin); Asolo Theatre Company 
(Florida), TheatreWorks, San Jose Rep, Indiana Rep, Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, and Georgia 
Shakespeare Festival. Opera credits include productions at Opera Theatre of St. Louis and 
Opera San Jose. B. has served as a guest lecturer at UCSC and San Francisco State University, 
and guest designer at UC Berkeley and Foothill College. She has received numerous awards for 
her costume designs. B. shares a home and studio in Santa Cruz with three cantankerous cats.
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Kurt Landisman (Lighting Designer) Kurt is pleased to 
make his debut with Jewel Theatre Co. His work in the Santa 
Cruz Area has been seen in the past with Cabrillo Stage, 
Shakespeare Santa Cruz, and Pickle Family Circus. His 
designs in the Bay Area have been seen at San Francisco 
Opera, ACT, Berkeley Rep, San Jose Rep, Marin Theatre 

Co., Theatreworks, Center REP, Magic Theatre, Aurora Theatre, and many other 
theaters. Nationally he has designed in NYC, Los Angeles, Minneapolis and 
numerous other cities across the nation, and internationally in Tokyo, Shanghai, 
and Singapore. His Designs have been recognized with 20 Bay Area Critics Circle 
Awards. kurtlandisman.com 

Steve Gerlach (Media Designer/Technical Director) was 
born and raised in Illinois, but has worked in theatres along 
the East coast and California including New York Theatre 
Workshop, The Roundabout Theatre Company and La Jolla 
Playhouse. He recently received his MFA in Digital Arts and 
New Media from UC Santa Cruz. With a lifelong enjoyment of 

building and creating, his main focus currently resides in how to integrate new 
and emerging audio/video technology into the performing arts.

Shaun Carroll (Props Master) has done props for many Jewel 
productions before becoming the resident props artisan. He 
has been doing props for various theatre companies around 
the Bay Area for 10 years, including 7 years as the resident 
Props Designer for the Willows Theatre Company in Concord. 
Other theatres include Lake Tahoe, California, San Francisco, 

and Santa Cruz Shakespeare Festivals, Capital Stage Theatre, Shotgun Players, 
Foothill Theatre Company, Opera Santa Barbara, and Ensemble Parallele. He also 
ran props for the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland, the European tour of 
Walt Disney’s World on Ice, and the 6 month National Tour of Nunset Boulevard, 
starring Cindy Williams of “Laverne & Shirley”. 

Emerson Sanderson (Stage Manager) is excited to be working 
on his sixth season with Jewel. He is a Santa Cruz native, and 
has been involved in the local performing arts scene since 
childhood. He is most passionate about the technical aspects 
of show production, but occasionally enjoys being in the 
spotlight. He is a resident at the Tannery Arts Center, and is 

thrilled to have the opportunity to live in such a vital community of artists. He is 
exceedingly grateful for the support Santa Cruz has given them and he hopes to 
continue sharing the performing arts with the town he loves.
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Mark Hoagland (Master Carpenter) graduated from College 
of the Sequoias with an AA in Theater Arts, with honors, 
and from UC Santa Cruz with a BA in Theater Arts with an 
emphasis in design and technology. Mark has worked for 
Shakespeare Santa Cruz, San Jose Repertory, Jewel Theatre, 
Cabrillo College, Mountain Community Theater and other 

assorted organizations as a freelance set designer, technical director, master 
carpenter, lighting designer, master electrician and just about everything else 
because of a genetic failing that makes it impossible for him to say ‘no’ to a 
pretty face.

Susan Myer Silton (Dramaturge) was Jewel’s dramaturge 
for The Dance of Death, The Book Club Play, Next to 
Normal, Talley’s Folly, The Price, Woman in Mind, Three 
Days of Rain, What the Butler Saw, and Arcadia, as well as 
the dramaturgy associate for Fallen Angels. She recently 
directed A Streetcar Named Desire, her sixth season 

opener for Jewel. Other plays that Susan directed for Jewel are Master Class 
(2016) Saint Joan (2014), Arcadia (2013), Mary Stuart (2012), House of 
Blue Leaves (2011) and Clouds (2010). A visual artist her entire life, Susan 
took her first theatre class in 1990 and hasn’t looked back. She trained 
with the National Shakespeare Conservatory under a Merit Scholarship and 
acted with, among others, Pacific Repertory, Central Coast Theatre Works and 
Actors Theatre. She co-founded Pisces Moon Productions, Inc., where she 
was Artistic Director for 12 years. A producer and director with more than 40 
plays to her credit, Susan has served on the advisory committee for the Arts 
Council’s Arts in Education program, is a Rydell Visual Arts Awardee, received 
the Gail Rich Award and is a proud member of the Stage Directors and 
Choreographers Society. 

Actors’ Equity Association (AEA), founded in 1913, represents more than 48,000 actors and stage 
managers in the United States. AEA seeks to advance, promote and foster the art of live theatre as 
an essential component of our society. AEA negotiates wages and working conditions, providing a 
wide range of benefits, including health and pension plans. AEA is a member of the AFL-CIO, and 
is affiliated with FIA, an international organization of performing arts unions. The Equity emblem is 
our mark of excellence. www.actorsequity.org


